
 
 
 
     February 12, 2007 
     Seven o’clock P.M. 
     North Little Rock City Hall Council Chambers 
     300 Main Street 
     North Little Rock, Arkansas 
 
The regular meeting of the North Little Rock City Council scheduled for Monday, 
February 12, 2007, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the honorable Mayor PATRICK 
HENRY HAYS.  The roll having been called, and the following Alderman answered to 
their names: NEIL BRYANT, DEBI ROSS, LINDA ROBINSON, CARY GAINES, 
JOHN PARKER, CHARLIE HIGHT, and MURRY WITCHER, a quorum was declared.  
Alderman OLEN THOMAS was absent.  City Clerk Diane Whitbey and City Attorney 
Paul Suskie were also present. 
 
The invocation was given by Alderwoman Robinson, followed by the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag which was also led by Alderwoman Robinson. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of 
all members present, the minutes of a regular council meeting held on Monday, January 
22, 2007, were approved, accepted and filed as prepared by the City Clerk (7/0). 
 
On the blanket motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by 
consent of all members present, communications # 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9  were accepted 
and filed (7/0). 
1.  Charlotte Thomas, Mayor’s Office (letter dated 1-19-07) from James D. Ray, Chief  
     Counsel, US Department of Transportation to Mayor Hays re: support of the River   
     Trade Corridor proposal for the Corridors of the Future Program (CDP). 
2.  Charlotte Thomas, Mayor’s Office (letter dated 10-10-06) from Mayor Hays to James  
     D. Ray, Chief Counsel, US Department of Transportation re: US Department of  
     Transportation’s Corridors of the Future Program, voicing support and encourage  
     including ROTCC in Phase II application process. 
3.  Becky Taylor, Mayor’s Office (letter dated 2-2-07) from Dan Flowers, Director of  
     Highways and Transportation re: Ordinance. No. 7878 pertaining to noise levels  
     relating to construction on I-40. 
5.  Sharon Tedford, Mayor’s Office memorandum re: application for Sunday Alcoholic  
     Beverage Sales - Restaurant Mixed Drink, Gabriel’s Steak House and Oyster Bar,  
     7412 North Hills Boulevard by Steven J. Gabriel. 
6.  Charlotte Thomas, Mayor’s Office, memorandum to City Council re: Power Point  
     Presentations, Public Hearings / Public Comment procedures. 
8.  Jeff Baskin, Director Laman Library, flyer re: “Adversity Into Excellence: Great  
     Black Arkansans Then and Now”, Tuesday, February 13, 2007 at 6:30 p.m., Laman  
     Library (501-758-1720). 
9.  Mayor Hays, letter from Carleton Cross TSGT (USAF Retired) re: proposed  



     legislation pertaining to PGI and request approval of the same for the employees of    
     PGI. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of 
all members present, communication #4 was read by title only, accepted and filed (7/0).  
4.  Sharon Tedford, Mayor’s Office, memorandum re: retail beer off premises permit,  
     change of manager for J. K. Mart, 2511 Highway 116, by Pushpa C. Dudhia. 
Alderman Hight advised he and Mr. Jerry Reagan, Revenue Officer / Internal Auditor 
had discussed businesses which change managers to avoid paying required taxes based on 
sales of beer and wine.  He asked what effect a change of manager would have on those 
fees to be collected by the city.  Ms. Whitbey advised, a change of manager does not 
require a new beer / wine permit.  However change of ownership does.  In the past, some 
convenience stores have changed owners before the renewal is due and avoid paying 
taxes (which they collected from customers) on the beer and / or wine sales for the 
previous year, (beer and wine taxes are collected annually (in July) for the period of July 
1 - June 30 of the previous year)).   
 
Mayor Hays invited Mrs. Becky Hight, Chairman of the North Little Rock Sertoma Club 
Christmas Parade to come forward,  along with her husband, Alderman Hight, to present 
trophies to the following: 
Alderman Hight made a Special Presentation to Mr. Dean Edwards who chaired the 
parade for 23 years.  Mayor Hays thanked Mr. Edwards and his wife Mary who was also 
present.  Mr. Edwards assisted in presenting the Dean Edwards Trophy to the North Little 
Rock High School Swim Team and Santa Claus.  Coaches and team members accepted 
the award. 
Parade Trophy winners included:
Parade Judges Trophy (Best Overall) - North Little Rock High School Army JROTC 
Color Guard and Marching Unit 
Parade Chairman’s Choice Trophy - North Little Rock Animal Control and Friends of 
Animals 
Dean Edward’s Trophy - North Little Rock Waves Swim Team and Santa Claus 
Mayor’s Cup - North Little Rock School of Dance 
Best Overall Musical Entry - Pine Bluff High School Marching Band 
Best Overall Miscellaneous Entry - North Little Rock Red Hat Glitzy Girls 
Best Drill Team / Cheerleaders - North Little Rock Panthers 
Best North Little Rock Business Entry - Jenkins Enterprises 
Sertoma Special Award - North Little Rock Dazzling Diamond Divas - Red Hat Society 
Best City of North Little Rock Entry - North Little Rock Sanitation Department 
Sertoma Special Recognition Award - North Little Rock Visitor’s Center and Santa Claus 
Best Military Marching Unit - Arkansas National Guard Youth Challenge 
Best North Little Rock Naval Fleet Entry - USS Razorback, US Submarine Veterans 
Best Marching Unit (non-Military) - Shining Stars Majorettes 
Best College Entry - Floor Rockers at UALR 
Best “Out of Town” Fire Department - McAlmont Fire Department 
Best Scout Troop Entry - Cub Scout Pack 87 - North Little Rock First United Methodist 
Church 



 
Best Bank Entry - Pulaski Bank and Trust 
Best Overall Horse / Riding Unit - Down to Earth Riders 
Best High School Marching Band - North Little Rock East Campus Freshman Band 
Best Rural Fire Department - East Pulaski County Fire Department 
Best Utility Entry - Centerpoint Entergy 
Best Auto Group - Rock City Cruisers 
Sertoma Special Award - North Little Rock Elks Drug Awareness and Elroy the Elk 
Best Performing Group - Arkansas Elite Athletics 
Best City Hall Entry - Mayor Patrick Henry Hays and City Clerk Diane Whitbey 
(including Savannah and Isabella Staggs)  
  (Mayor Hays wished his wife Linda happy 25th Wedding Anniversary) 
Best Antique Police Car - North Little Rock Antique Police Car 
Best Fire Department Entry - North Little Rock Fire Department 
Best Alumni Organization Entry - North Little Rock Citizens Fire Alumni 
Best North Little Rock Restaurant Entry - Wingstop 
Best Community Outreach Entry - Melrose Community Outreach 
Best Youth Organization Entry - North Little Rock All Star Youth 
Best Beauty Entry - Miss Little Rock Outstanding Teen 
Best Antique Car Entry - Bobby Anthony Antique Car 
Best Girl Scout Entry - North Hills Services Unit Girl Scouts 
2006 North Little Rock Christmas Parade Special Recognition - Broadway Joe 
Best Sports Car Entry - Central Arkansas Corvette Club 
Best Union Organization Entry - North Little Rock Fire Fighters Union 
Best Sorority Entry - Zeta Phi Beta Sorority 
2006 North Little Rock Christmas Parade Special Award - LULAC Council #764 (North 
Little Rock) 
Best Ambulance Service Entry - MEMS 
 
Alderman Hight announced the date for the 2007 North Little Rock Sertoma Christmas 
Parade, Saturday, December 1st. 
 
Alderman Hight presented Mayor Hays with the Silver Cup Award for his leadership in 
North Little Rock and Central Arknasas.  Mayor Hays was instrumental in development 
in the area, including Alltel Arena, the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum, acquisition of 
the USS Razorback, Dickey-Stephens Ball Park, the River Trail and Soccer Fields in 
Burns Park, the Big Dam Bridge and the Shoppes at North Hills.  Mayor Hays accepted 
the award on behalf the City Council and community.   
 
Without objection, Mayor Hays called R-07-13 
R-07-13 (RESOLUTION NO. 7052 - MAYOR HAYS, ALDERMEN BRYANT, ROSS, 
ROBINSON, THOMAS, GAINES, PARKER, HIGHT AND WITCHER) 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING C. JASON CARTER TO THE OFFICE OF NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK CITY ATTORNEY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the 
motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of 
all members present, the resolution was adopted (7/0). 



 
On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by 
consent of all members present, communication #7 was read, accepted and filed (7/0). 
7.  Paul Suskie, North Little Rock City Attorney, letter to Mayor Hays and City Council  
     members re: resignation due to appointment to Arkansas Public Service Commission  
     (PSC) by Governor Mike Beebe and thank you for cooperation and professionalism  
     during his time in office. 
 
Mayor Hays invited Mr. Paul Suskie to come forward and reviewed some of Mr. Suskie’s 
work for the city.  He congratulated Mr. Suskie on his appointment as Chairman of the 
PSC.  Mr. Suskie thanked Judge Randy Morley, Mayor Hays and the Council for their 
support over the years.  Mr. Suskie thanked the residents of North Little Rock for their 
support when he ran for Arkansas Attorney General in 2006.   
 
Mayor Hays invited Mr. Jim Roberts to come forward and presented him with a 
proclamation proclaiming February 16, 2007, as “Jim Roberts Day” in the City of North 
Little Rock in honor of his 80th Birthday.  Mr. Roberts has been active in the Baring 
Cross Neighborhood Group for many years and has served the city as a North Little Rock 
Fire Fighter.  Mr. Roberts said he appreciated the proclamation and thanked the Mayor.   
 
Alderman Witcher announced Mr. Suskie will be sworn in as Chairman of the PSC on 
Tuesday, February 13, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. and invited everyone to attend.  Mayor Hays 
thanked Mr. Carter for his previous service in the City Attorney’s Office.  Mr. Carter said 
he looked forward to serving North Little Rock again, as City Attorney.   
 
Mayor Hays convened a public hearing at 8:42 p.m. regarding O-07-04, an ordinance 
adopting an amended Land Use Plan for the Indian Hills area around JFK Boulevard and 
North Hills Boulevard in the City of North Little Rock.  There being no one present 
wishing to be heard, the public hearing was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
O-07-04 (ORDINANCE NO. 7911 - MAYOR HAYS, ALDERMEN HIGHT AND 
WITCHER) 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING AN AMENDED LAND USE PLAN FOR THE 
INDIAN HILLS AREA AROUND JFK BOULEVARD AND NORTH HILLS 
BOULEVARD IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read one time and held January 22, 2007.  A public hearing was held 
this date.  The ordinance was read a second time.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and 
seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the rules were 
suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (7/0).  The roll 
having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the 
ordinance was adopted (7/0). 
 
O-07-05 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 6768 TO ESTABLISH NEW 
BOUNDARIES FOR THE ARGENTA HISTORIC DISTRICT; DECLARING AN 



EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read two times January 22, 2007, 
and a public hearing was reconvened that date.  The ordinance was called and held at the 
request of the sponsor Alderwoman Robinson. 
 
NEW BUSINESS
R-07-14 (RESOLUTION NO. 7053 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING FUNDS ($115,000.00 - General Fund) FOR THE 
RELOCATION OF ELECTRIC LINES ON THE SMARTHOUSE WAY SOUTHERN 
TRACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Hight 
and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by consent of all members present, the resolution 
was adopted (7/0). 
 
R-07-15 (RESOLUTION NO. 7054 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 6965 WHICH DECLARED 624 
WEST 35TH STREET A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONDEMNED IT; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  Mr. Tom Wadley, Director of Code Enforcement 
advised the new owner had rehabilitated the property.  On the motion of Alderman Hight 
and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by consent of all members present, the resolution 
was adopted (7/0).  (owner: Ronnie Brewer). 
 
R-07-16 (RESOLUTION NO. 7055 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO ENTER 
INTO A SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH POLYMER GROUP, INC. (PGI); 
ADOPTING AN ALTERNATIVE INTERRUPTIBLE RATE SCHEDULE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Bryant and 
seconded by Alderwoman Robinson.  Mayor Hays said the city had adopted a resolution 
for several years to provide relief to PGI with regard to electric rates and reviewed the 
proposed service agreement.  On the previous motion, and all members present having 
voted in the affirmative, the resolution was adopted (7/0). 
 
R-07-17 (RESOLUTION NO. 7056 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDS ($17,482.60 - General 
Fund) THROUGH THE ARKANSAS RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF A BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAIL; APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS FOR THE 20% LOCAL SHARE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of 
all members present, the resolution was adopted (7/0).   
 
R-07-18 (RESOLUTION NO. 7057 - ALDERMAN WITCHER) 
A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE TIME FOR THE ADVISORY SIGN 
COMMITTEE TO SERVE UNTIL JULY 1, 2007; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was 
read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by 
consent of all members present, the resolution was adopted (7/0). 
 
O-07-08 (ORDINANCE NO. 7912 - MAYOR HAYS, ALDERMEN BRYANT, ROSS, 
ROBINSON, THOMAS, GAINES, PARKER, HIGHT AND WITCHER) 



AN ORDINANCE EQUALIZING RETIREMENT BENEFITS FOR FULL-TIME 
ELECTED OFFICIALS (to include City Attorney); DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; was read.  On the motion of Alderman Bryant and 
seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of all members present, the rules 
were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (7/0).  On the motion 
of Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all 
members present, the rules were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its 
third and final reading (7/0).  The roll having been called, and all members present 
having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (7/0).  Emergency clause 
adopted (7/0).   
 
O-07-09 (ORDINANCE NO. 7913 - MAYOR HAYS) 
AN ORDINANCE WAIVING FORMAL BIDDING REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN 
EMERGENCY WORK TO BE PERFORMED AT THE HYDRO PLANT; 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  Mayor 
Hays advised there was an alignment issue at the Hydro Plant (unit one).  Due to the 
urgency, Mayor Hays authorized Mr. Joe Gertsch, General Manager, North Little Rock 
Electric to proceed with a contract to make the necessary repairs.  On the motion of 
Alderman Bryant and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members 
present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: 2nd Whereas and Section 1:...Hydro 
(strike) POWER (insert) CONSULTING AND MAINTENANCE, LLC (7/0).  On the 
motion of Alderman Bryant and seconded by Alderwoman Robinson, and by consent of 
all members present, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its 
second reading, as amended (7/0).  On the motion of Alderman Bryant and seconded by 
Alderman Parker, and by consent of all members present, the rules were again suspended 
and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading, as amended (7/0).  The roll 
having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the 
ordinance was adopted as amended (7/0).  Emergency clause adopted (7/0).   
 
O-07-10 (ORDINANCE NO. 7914 - MAYOR HAYS) 
AN ORDINANCE TO RECLASSIFY CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2115 
HIGHWAY 161 IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, FROM 
THE PRESENT C-3 AND I-2 TO C-4 CLASSIFICATION BY AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 7697 OF THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the 
motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all 
members present, with the exception of Alderwoman Robinson, who voted no, the rules 
were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (6/1).  The ordinance 
was read a second time.  Alderwoman Robinson made a motion to amend the ordinance 
to remain a C-3 Classification and provide a Special Use,: to allow a car repair business 
in a C-3 / I-2 zone that requires a Special Use, conditions include: applicant to meet all 
applicable requirements, a business license issued after Planning Staff confirmation of 
requirements, no inoperable vehicles stored outside, operable client vehicles to be stored 
behind the front of the building line and within a privacy fence, limit number of operable 
vehicles kept on site to six (6), no vehicle sales on site, no outside repair on site and no 
outside auto detailing on site.  Mr. Shawn Spencer, Planning Department advised 



Planning staff did not endorse the rezone.  Alderwoman Robinson said neighbors in the 
area do not want another C-4 property in the area.  Mr. Carter said Special Uses have 
certain requirements (previously listed).  Mayor Hays advised an automobile repair shop 
has been operating at the location and is in violation of city code(s).  Mr. Steve Jenkins 
recently purchased this property and plans to develop a shopping center at the site in the 
future.  For now, he is leasing the property.  A portion of the property is zoned C-4.  The 
portion containing the building is C-3.  In order for the business owner to operate at the 
site, and not violate city code, the building site needs to be C-4.  Note: Mr. Jenkins 
provided a handout to council members which included a list of property he owns in the 
area, and a rendition of property improvements at the site (which include a privacy fence 
behind the building, paint and planting trees).  Mr. Jenkins did not request a Special Use 
and requested a C-4 Classification.  The previous motion of Alderwoman Robinson (to 
amend) died for lack of a second.  Mr. Jenkins advised Mr. Carter Wallace has a three-
year lease agreement and said he plans to develop a shopping center at this location.  
Alderman Hight asked about the location of a privacy fence.  Operable cars will be 
parked in front of the building.  On the motion of Alderman Bryant and seconded by 
Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, with the exception of 
Alderwoman Robinson, who voted no, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was 
placed on its third reading (6/1).  The roll having been called, and all members present 
having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was adopted (7/0).  Emergency clause 
adopted (7/0).  (applicant: Carter Wallace). 
 
O-07-11 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 7888, THE 2007 BUSINESS 
LICENSE SCHEDULE (Class 171 Pawnbrokers); DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read one time and held by the sponsor, Alderman 
Gaines.   
 
O-07-12 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MASTER STREET PLAN ORDINANCE (NO. 
7178) ADDING BAY OAKS DRIVE AS A COLLECTOR STREET BETWEEN WEST 
SCENIC DRIVE AND WEST PERSHING BOULEVARD; DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read one time and held by the 
sponsor, Alderman Parker.  Alderman Parker discussed the need of a collector road to 
help with traffic flow in the area and said it would be the responsibility of the developer 
of apartments in the area.  Mr. Jim Butler spoke on behalf of Rich Smith Development 
and Mr. Keith Richardson.  The cost of putting in this collector road could be over ½ 
million dollars.  Mr. Butler referenced an existing road, Tech Drive.  The city has 
addressed traffic problems along West Scenic Drive.  Alderman Parker said residents in 
the area are concerned with increased traffic due to additional apartments and are seeking 
a solution as to how to get off of Scenic Hill.  Also, commercial trucks are using the area 
and creating traffic issues.  There are visibility issues using Tech Drive.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS--------------------  
Alderwoman Ross asked the status of the Energy Conservation packages which the city 
purchased to be distributed to sixth grade students in North Little Rock.  Ms. Whitbey 



reminded everyone about Operation Diaper Drop, which ends on the 14th.  .  Also, the 
North Little Rock Woman’s Club is purchasing dictionaries for all North Little Rock 
Third Grade students (the project is being funded from members out-of-pocket and not in 
conjunction with any other fundraiser) Ms. Whitbey thanked Mr. Suskie for his assistance 
to the City Clerk’s Office.  Mr. Bobby Taylor thanked Alderwoman Robinson for 
standing up for the people in Ward 2 with regard to car lots.  The people in the area are 
tired of salvage yards along East Broadway.  He commended Code Enforcement staff for 
doing their jobs.  Mr. Joe Reynolds said the city cannot cleanup the area in Ward 2 if it 
continues to allow car dealers, etc. in the area.  Mr. James Ard thanked Sanitation 
Department employees for doing their job.  He said Waste Management employees do 
not clean up messes they leave behind.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, and on the motion of 
Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Parker, and by agreement of all members 
present, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. (7/0), until the next regularly scheduled 
meeting to be held on Monday, February 26, 2007, at seven o’clock p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers in City Hall, located at 300 Main Street, North Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
APPROVED:  MAYOR PATRICK HENRY HAYS      
ATTEST:        DIANE WHITBEY, CITY CLERK      
 
     


